SENIOR COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
2010-2011

REQUIRED COURSES

RELIGION IV - 644

Christian Morality— This is a Decalogue based course that is aitnexpéining the Church’s moral teaching in a
variety of situations and circumstances. It wailadlish the Church’s teaching authority and stidi@n’s compulsion not
only towards sin but also towards a life of virtue.

Apologetics — The Apologetics section of this cauis specifically designed to give each studemtathility to
research questions that deal with certain faceiseaieachings of the Roman Catholic Church.

ENGLISH IV -044

A course that is composed of a survey of Britigtrdture, a review of grammar / usage skills, semeech
activities, and composition. Emphasis is on magetiie essay and writing about literature selesti@iudents will do a
research project using MLA guidelines on a Britisithor and his works.

ENGLISH IV LVI -047

An honors course that emphasizes mastery of catigppsgrammar / usage, and speech skills and dresla
survey of British literature. Students are requitedvrite in several different forms about the sttas read and to do a
research project using MLA guidelines on a Britisithor and his works.

ALGEBRAIIl -134

A study of sets, the field of real numbers, linequations and inequalities in one variable, fumgtiand
graphs, quadratic equations, factoring, exponeaticals, complex number system, and systems aftieoqs and
inequalities. Importance is placed on understandimaphs data analysis, and problem solving. rké@mmended that
students have completed Geometry and/or Math Hatent

ADVANCED MATH — PRECALCULUS- 144 (Formerly Advanced Math I) Prerequisite: Algebra Il

Advanced Math | is designed to meet the needsudiesits who wish to extend their knowledge of mattés
or who intend to enroll in calculus or college &#lge The course focuses on the graphical and ewlpehavior of
functions with emphasis on the trigonometric, exgial, and logarithmic functions. Increased intpoce is placed on
understanding graphs data analysis, and problermgol

ADVANCED MATH — PRECALCULUS LVI - 137 (Formerly Ad vanced Math | LVI) Prerequisite: Algebra I
LVI or teacher recommendation and approval of admiristration

Advanced Math | LVI is designed to meet the neddstudents who wish to extend their knowledge of
mathematics or who intend to enroll in calculugaltege algebra. The course focuses on the gralpdancd analytical
behavior of functions with emphasis on the polyrainrational, trigonometric, exponential, and lagamnic functions.
An introduction to conics, sequences, and seriedsimincluded. Increased importance is placednuierstanding
graphs data analysis, and problem solving.

ADVANCED MATH — FUNCTIONS AND STATISTICS - 145 (Formerly Advanced Math Il) Prerequisite:
Advanced Math — Precalculus)

Advanced Math Il is designed to meet the needsuafenits who wish to extend their knowledge of
mathematics and preparing the student for colléggbaa. Topics included advanced algebra, polyabmational,
exponential, and logarithmic functions. Conic &g, sequences, and series are also covered.
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CALCULUS -147 (Prerequisite Advanced Math - Pre-Calculus LVapproval from Department Chair)

An honors course with emphasis on the developnfdiecconcepts of calculus, and providing expegewith
its methods and applications. The course develapsltirepresentational approach to calculus, wdthcepts, results,
and problems being expressed graphically, numéyjaalytically, and verbally. Topics focus omftions, limits,
derivatives, and integrals.

CALCULUS AP- 146 (Prerequisite Advanced Math - Pre-Calculus LVI apgroval from Department Chair)
additional fee

The purpose of the Advanced Placement coursefsotdde the opportunity to take college-level casrs
while still in high school. The curriculum and @gsnents typical of an AP course can help studéet®lop the
content mastery and critical thinking skills exmetof college students. It promotes the opponuoituild advanced
study skills and problem solving strategies thatieto success in college. This course is forestisdmotivated to do
course work which academically pushes them intellly. Also, Advanced Placement courses may beldents stand
out in the college admissions process.

The course develops a multirepresentational apprtmacalculus, with concepts, results, and problbeisg
expressed graphically, numerically, analyticallyd aerbally. Topics focus on functions, limitsyigiatives, and
integrals.

CIVICS - 244

A study of American government's foundations, tugibns, and operation, and of students’ relatigmgb
government. Emphasizes the need for patriotiswg-oiindedness, loyalty to nation, community, aagpect for the law.
Stresses appreciation for the rights of Americanasracognition of the obligations these rights dasna

CIVICS LV | -247 (Prerequisite: American History - Level 1 or American History teacher's recommedation)

In addition to the course description for Civitisis class is designed to be more in-depth in tie that
government plays in our everyday lives on the nafiostate, and local levels. The course willudel special projects, and
involve the use of critical reading, writing, atihking skills to apply the knowledge of the wordgnof the government.

ELECTIVE COURSES

SPEECH I/TEEN LEADERSHIP - 074

A basic course that includes informative, persu@swntertaining, and impromptu speaking. Secommeseer
includes group discussions, acting, and radio eledision broadcasting. Also students will leadifissnecessary to being
good leaders, and the student will have the oppitytto become proficient at using the skills lestn The student will
also be challenged to develop the principles tlilabes the foundation of their lives...You will leaby doing. This is not a
lecture program, but a doing program. The studihtace new challenges and situations that wiildb their self-
confidence. The student will learn how to speaksent their ideas, and work with difficult peoplEhe student will learn
how to think differently and be far more creatikarn they ever thought.
(Grades: 10 -12)

SPEECH Il - 075

In this course, principles of effective oral comneation are applied to several public speakinggassents which
emphasize management of speech anxiety, develomigmpport and organization of ideas, audiencé/sisaand clear
communication of thought and feeling. Attentiogiigen to basic types of speeches, speech fundalsesifective
listening, feedback skills, nonverbal communicati@search and debate, and interpretive readingearformance.
Prerequisite: Speech |

PUBLICATIONS | : YEARBOOK - 076
Publications class which teaches journalistic imgit layout design, and other techniques neceskaryhe
publication of the book.

PUBLICATIONS Il: YEARBOOK - 086 (Prerequisite: P ublications | — Yearbook)
Publications class which teaches journalistic mgitilayout design, and other techniques necessaryhé
publication of the book.
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VIDEO JOURNALISM - 085 (Prerequisite: Speech I)

This course looks at the history of radio and tslen, the basic workings of television and the esm the
language of motion pictures, as well as the pradend post-production process. The class witkvand produce video
news programs. Each student will have hands-oaer@qxe with each phase of production.

One-half unit of credit, one semester.
(Grades 11 - 12)

WORLD GEOGRAPHY - 224

Designed to present a broad view of a body ofrintion and a process through which people attampt
understand the spatial arrangements and interacfitemd, water, climate, people, and culture aber earth. Relates
physical geography to cultural, social, politiGad economic activities.

WORLD HISTORY - 225

A survey course in the history of the world begigrnwith prehistoric peoples and the origin of lizgtion through
the challenges of the modern civilized world. Reswnded for Level | students instead of World Gepigya
Recommended for Level | students over World Geogrdpy.

PSYCHOLOGY | -294

This course will introduce basic psychologicaldtties and terms and will cover topics including:inoduction
to major figures in psychological history, areastoidy in psychology, consciousness, sleep, drdaypspsis, the physical
effects of drugs on the body, mental ilinesses,infieence of groups on our behavior, aggressi@®pR Bnd why people
believe in the supernatural, thought processesiremory systems.
One- half unit of credit, one semester.

PSYCHOLOGY Il - 295

This is a theory course studying the science gthasdogy. Topics covered will include: Freud’s ©he of
Personality, personality theories since Freud, lthein and behavior, child development, adolescexteldpment,
psychotherapy, psychological testing, and caserfgst
One-half unit credit, one semester.

BASIC CHEMISTRY - 332 (Prerequisite: Recommendatio of the administrator or resources coordinator)

An introductory course into the concepts and nmatiiies related to matter and energy, atomic strectine
periodic table, periodic properties, bonding forawiriting, chemical reactions, the mole, stoichibynegases and
solutions. Methods of presentation are gearedudests with learning differences. Limited enradhmh by teacher or
resource coordinator referral only. Enrolimengigebra Il helpful.

CHEMISTRY | - 334

An introductory course into the concepts and nmadiies related to matter and energy, atomic strectine
periodic table, periodic properties, bonding formuwiriting, chemical reactions, the mole, stoichibynegases and
solutions. _Enroliment in or completion of Algebraecommended.

CHEMISTRY Il -348 (Prerequisite: Chemistry Level 1 or recommendation of the Chemistry | instructo)
An in-depth continuation of the study of generdlemistry concepts, including solutions, reactiotesa
equilibrium, acids and bases, redox, and introdyaoyanic chemistry. Course includes increaskedddivity. (Honors)

CHEMISTRY Ill - 350 (Prerequisite: Chemistry II)
An introductory course in the study of organic clgry. (contingent on enrollment)

BIOLOGY Il LVI- 337

A college preparatory course in human anatomymmndiology. In-depth study of the structural andctional
relationship of the human organism at the cellulissue, organ, and system levels. Uses demdaossatindividual
research, models, audiovisuals, and a detaile@disa of specimens with correlation to human amgtdo reinforce
classroom lecturegi-Honors)
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BIOLOGY Il (reg.) — 339

Biology Il (reg.) is a college preparatory cousehuman anatomy and physiology. The course facosethe
structure and function of human systems. It ingat#s the interrelationships amoung the systerdsnaaintenance of
homeostasis. The course correlates laboratoryoassaith lecture content. Prerequisite: Biologgnd Chemistry | or
Basic Chemistry

PHYSICS - 344 (Prerequisites: Chemistry, Algebrdl, and Geometry)

Basic physics survey. Includes classical meckaroptics, acoustics, special relativity, quantuehavior,
electricity and magnetism, and waves. Integratberhatory work with problem solving to promote @@eg skills and to
develop ability to express concepts in both matliealaand non-mathematical language. Concurrentliement in
trigonometry or advanced math is beneficial.

PHYSICS LEVEL | - 347 (Prerequisite;: Chemistryand Advanced Math I)

Offers an accelerated presentation, increased aéptey topics, advanced mathematical treatmempiratblems,
and method of testing. Emphasizes reasoning owsnary. Concurrent enrollment in advanced math dcutss is
beneficial.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION IV - (Girls — 401 full yr./402 half yr.) (Boys — 408 full yr./409 half yr.)

Designed to promote physical fitness and encousatiee participation. Emphasis on team and inddial sports
including soccer, whiffleball, badminton, and otlsports learned in earlier courses, as well asfetime sports such as
horseshoes, golf, and kickball. Health topicsudel first aid, communicable diseases, mental he@@R, drug abuse,
nutrition, and conditioning. Assessment is meastineough the use of skills tests and written tes&enior enroliment in
PE will be limited to those who have not met credijuirements toward graduation unless granted ipgion by the
administration.

VARSITY ATHLETICS - 494 (Full Year) / 492 (Fall) /493 (Spring)

Scheduled at eighth period, this course allows bagmof some team sports to begin their daily wotko
before the usual dismissal time. Placement isestiltp the approval of the athletic director ansisaant principal.
Students are required to remain on campus forritileesemester in which they schedule VA.

One-half unit of credit, one semester.

FRENCH | -514
A basic survey course in French stressing thrgerrageas: listening and comprehension, readingnatitithg, and
enrichment through the study of geography and i@iltu

FRENCH Il - 524 (Prerequisite: French I)
An advanced study of new French vocabulary, proiation, and grammar with emphasis on verbs anseten
Also a concentrated study of French culture antdiméogues via textbooks, workbooks, films, andeds.

FRENCH Il - 534 (Prerequisite: French II)
An in-depth study of sentence structure and voeatpulEmphasis on conversation and reading sklgichment
blends the reading of selected, abridged classtbsewposure to history and culture.

FRENCH IV - 544 (Prerequisite: French 111)
Continuation of French Il with emphasis on coation and reading skills.

SPANISH I - 515
An introductory course stressing reading, writisgeaking, and listening. Major emphasis on voeakul
grammar, and pronunciation. Introduction to cubkuwéMexico, Central America, and South America

SPANISH Il - 525 (Prerequisite: Spanish I)
Practice in and mastery of four basic languagésd$&arned in Spanish I. Includes additional \mdary and more
advanced grammatical structures. Introductiongan®h culture.

SPANISH Il - 535 (Prerequisite: Spanish I1)
Emphasis on different tenses of Spanish verbstlamdiner points of grammar. Cultural enrichmemiotigh
Spanish and Latin American literature. This couigsgeainly taught in Spanish
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SPANISH IV - 545 (Prerequisite: Spanish I11)
Continuation of advanced grammar with emphasiseading, writing and comprehension skills. Thiassl is
taught mainly in Spanish(contingent on enrollment)

LATIN I - 516

An introduction to classical studies through thetimer tongue of the Romance language. The course
emphasizes vocabulary and essential grammar inection with drills in pronunciation so that studentay begin
reading and speaking basic Lai{Enroliment Limited)

LATIN Il - 526 (Prerequisite: Latin I)
A continuation of grammar and vocabulary with jeal of reading Latin authors through the mastéithe
fundamentals of prose, concentrating on Caesamsn@mtaries, and an introduction to poetry, witlesgébns of Ovid.

LATIN 1l - 536 (Prerequisite: Latin II)

The Golden Age of Latin Literature is studied. Whipecial attention is given to Cicero and Vewgildents also
translate selections of Pliny, Catullus, and Horaoe continue their study of history, mythology audture of the Roman
world.

LATIN IV - 546 (Prerequisite: Latin [11)
Continuation of Latin Ill with the study of hisigrmythology, and culture of the Roman world. Hfation will
also be an important element of the course.

MUSIC APPRECIATION - 700

Course designed to expose students to music @ugacultures, eras, styles, and genres. The coovees music
that runs the gamut from modern American rock &kihown origins of written music. Students will feguired to attend
various concerts in and out of school in additiorligtening to recordings. No prior music knowledgy experience is
necessary, and students are not expected to peaformusic.
One-half unit of credit, one semester.

WIND SYMPHONY - 710

A select group of wind musicians, admitted by @odi The ensemble meets daily and also partiefpat
marching band. Required performances include fdotiames, marching contests and festivals, MamdisGharades,
Christmas and spring concerts, and large ensereiiwdls. Students who are selected to this elesgxpected to be in
good academic standing, and are also expectedditioaufor the LMEA District VIl Honor Band. Studés are also
expected to attend after school rehearsals, sunainearsals and band canfhereisarequired band fee.

CONCERT BAND TRUMPETS AND LOW BRASS - 751

Instruction for brass constituting band in fundataks through advanced playing techniques, musiorth and
music appreciation/history. Students will perfamthe marching band and concert band. Requiredmeances include
football games, marching contests and festivals}dM@ras parades, Christmas and spring concerts)ange ensemble
festivals. Students who are selected to his eesexpected to be in good academic standing andlss encouraged to
audition for the LMEA District VII Honor Band. Sdents are also required to attend after schoolarehks, summer
rehearsals, and band canifthereisa required band fee.

CONCERT BAND CLARINETS, FLUTES, SAXES, FRENCH HORNS - 752

Instruction for woodwinds constituting band in fandentals through advanced playing techniques, ntiusary,
and music appreciation/history. Students will gerf in the marching band and concert band. Redjyierformances
include football games, marching contests andvigsti Mardi Gras parades, Christmas and springertscand large
ensemble festivals. Students who are selecteligaclass are expected to be in good academicistpadd are also
encouraged to audition for the LMEA District VII Hor Band. Students are also required to atterd sé¢hool rehearsals,
summer rehearsals, and band cafipereisa required band fee.
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BATTERY PERCUSSION - 753

Instruction for battery percussion (primary) and lodé& percussion (secondary) constituting band in
fundamentals through advanced playing techniquasjatheory, and music appreciation/history. Stdslevill perform
in the marching band and concert band. Studertsbwiselected for wind symphony through auditiorRequired
performances include football games, marching aistand festivals, Mardi Gras parades, Christmak sming
concerts, and large ensemble festivals. Studehts awve selected to this class are expected to lgedd academic
standing and are also encouraged to audition foEANDistrict VIl Honor Band. Students are also riegd to attend
after school rehearsals, summer rehearsals, amtidaanp. Thereisarequired band fee.

MELODIC PERCUSSION - 774

Instruction for both melodic percussion (primagfd battery percussion (secondary) constitutingd bian
fundamentals through advanced playing techniquasicntheory, and music appreciation/history. Stislavill perform in
the marching band and concert band. Students baillselected for wind symphony through auditionsequRed
performance include football games, marching cémtasd festivals, Mardi Gras parades, Christmassanidg concerts,
and large ensemble festivals. Students who agetsdl to this class are expected to be in gooceatadtanding and are
also encouraged to audition for the LMEA Districti Vlonor Band. Students are also required to dtiiter school
rehearsals, summer rehearsals, and band cahgpe isa required band fee.

DANCE - 765

Students in this class form the dance team (Vdosthich is part of the band department. Reguire
performances include but are not limited to fodtgames, parades, dance competitions, and mar&étigals.
Students are selected to the Vantastics by audifitvereis a required band fee.
One-half unit of non-graded credit.

MIXED CHOIR — 761  (Prerequisite: Audition or permis sion of the instructor)

Mixed Choir is a performance group. This classdssidered a co-curricular activity involving aftschool
rehearsals and performances. Students will beireshuo purchase/rent uniforms and participate undtraising
activities. Students will review basic singing afbral techniques and move to more advanced séglaling material
and choral repertoire. Nominal activity fees mayréquired throughout the year.

(Grades: 8- 12)

ART 1 -811

A basic introduction to art open to all studenitstroduction to drawing, painting, graphics, aedlpture through
the use of various media--pencil, scratchboardrodad, ink, tempera, linoleum block, and papier-néic Presents basic
design and color theories, as well as slides artdries concentrating on early cultures and impogarsts throughout art
history. A $90.00 lab feeisrequired.

ART Il -821  (Prerequisite: Art1)

Reinforces Art | skills and introduces new mediacludes painting, drawing, graphics, and varieoglpture
techniques. Presents slides and lectures onadhssiltures and important periods as well as idd&l artists. A $90.00
lab feeisrequired. Students must also provide their own paper amdfdir photography.

ART Il -831 (Prerequisite: Art I1)

Emphasizes problem solving in art and encouragasra professional use of media, with emphasisreativity
and craftsmanship. Presents slides and lectumssentrating on great modern movements and stylestias well as
individual artists. Basics include drawing, paigti graphics, and photograph#.$90.00 lab feeis required. Students are
required to provide their own paper and film foofagraphy.

ART IV -841  (Prerequisite: Art Ill)
Designed for the serious advanced student. Eageara more personal style and individual directiéri history
remains an integral elemer $90.00 lab feeisrequired. The student must provide photographic film angepa

ART HISTORY - 812

Open to all student# basic overview of Art History from prehistoric méo modern man. Course includes slides
and lectures that focus on artists of these periods
One-half unit of credit, one semester.
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PHOTOGRAPHY - 813
An introduction into photography including camesage, knowledge of composition, developing blatk a
white film into negatives and photo$his class requires a $50.00 fee for supplies and materials.
One-half unit of credit, one semester.
(Grades: 11 - 12)

GRAPHIC DESIGN - 842 TBA (Prerequisite: Art | or Photography)

An introductory courséocusing upon the study of design layout and coneggiements concerning graphic
design projects such as posters, advertisemegtss,land brochures. A lab fee is required.
One-half unit of credit, one semester.

CHEERLEADER - 829

Students in this class are from the Varsity Chadde Squad. Required participation includes bobidimited to
athletic events, competitions, and other Vandepitinsored activities. Students are selected tsofised by tryouts.
Practice after school is required.
One-half unit of non-graded credit, one semester.

ACCOUNTING - 827

A basic course on the steps followed by businedayt in keeping complete and accurate financiabrosc
Follows all steps in the accounting cycle from o) source documents through various financialkisoaf record, to
ledger, and finally to the actual preparation néficial statement (for businesses of various simag, sole proprietorships
to corporations).This classrequires a $40.00 fee for supplemental materials.
(Grades 11 — 12) One-half unit, one semester

GENERAL BUSINESS - 847 — Fall ¥ credit
848 — Spring Y2 credit

A course with the primary goal of explaining impie terms the role that economics plays in undediéhg and
improving the quality of the choice-making procegsxamines how economics affects one's own indalidiecisions as
well as those of the parish, state, nation, anddwoAlso to help students develop an understandirthe free enterprise
business system and the economic setting in whidhnctions. Students develop an appreciation affdgeconomic
citizenship through study of the business and eoimenvironment. Topics include careers, moneyagament, banking,
credit, investment, insurance, and the governmeniésn the economyA $45.00 workbook fee required.
(Grades: 10 - 12)

BUSINESS LAW - 835 (Prerequisite: Signature of th department head)

A course which instructs students in becoming awérbeir legal obligations and rights in orderaeoid legal
difficulties. It will cover the areas of computiew, financial crimes, legal careers, environmelgal, international law,
and ethics in the workplace.

One-half unit, one semester
(Grade: 11-12)
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12TH GRADE SKILLS MANAGEMENT/ORGANIZATION (RESOURCE ) -941

(Prerequisite: Must be enrolled in VCHS Resource gram)

Study skills and organizational skills are emphesi Reinforcing all academic subjects is a mpgot of this
class. Some basic remediation is done throughi-sarisory approaches to the learning of prefixa#ixes, and root
words. Development of the whole student is engmdahrough activities, which enhance academiwitie and social
skills, as well as self-esteem.

Non-credit course (All Resource room classes ar®@n-credit courses)

EARLY DISMISSAL - 953(Full Year) / 951(Fall Only) /952(Spring Only)

Seniors scheduled to earn at least 26 units bgrldeof the school year are allowed, with their pte’e
approval, to be dismissed at the eighth periocifesemester or for the entire year. They are hmivadl to linger on
campus. No credit is given for early dismissal.



