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JUNIOR CLASS MEETING  #1 -- Wednesday, March 17, 2009 

Setting Yourself Up for College 
 
 

I. MATTERS OF IMMEDIATE CONCERN  
A. ACT and SAT Testing 

The ACT and SAT are the two best known standardized tests required for college admission. 

Most students at VCHS need not consider the SAT Test. All should take that ACT at least 

once this year, and at least once next year. Statistically, the second test score is often, but not 

always, the best. Fee waivers (a maximum of two) are available for students who can 

demonstrate financial need. 
 

ACT:  

1. You are required to take ACT to be admitted to any Louisiana university. The ACT Test is 

also honored by every university in America. 

2. The Basic ACT Test is composed of four subtests ï English, Mathematics, Reading, and 

Science, and it is normed on a 36-point scale. Presently, the average composite nationally 

is approximately 21. 

3. A writing test follows the basic battery and is not required presently by most universities. 

a) LSU REQUIRES THAT YOU TAKE THE WRITING SECTION;  YOUR 

SCORE ON THAT SECTION IS IRRELEVANT. 

b)  No other public university in the Louisiana State system requires the writing 

section. Two private Louisiana universities, however, Tulane and Dillard, require 

ACT Plus Writing.  Xavier of New Orleans strongly encourages ACT Plus Writing 

but does not require it. 

4. When registering for ACT, you are given the option of forwarding your scores to four 

recipients at no additional cost. TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR TOPS, YOU MUST HAVE 

YOUR SCORES FORWARDED TO THESE TWO AGENCIES: 

  a) TOPS:   Code # 1595  

  b)   At least one Louisiana university, even if you will not attend that university. 

5. Presently, an ACT composite score of 20 is required to be eligible for TOPS. In addition, a 

score of below 18 in English is considered developmental (remedial); below 19 in math is 

likewise considered developmental. Scores falling below that benchmark MAY require 

remediation at a two-year college. Page 4 of this document spells out the implications of 

developmental status for college acceptance. 
 

ACT Test dates:   2009:   June 14          September 12            October 24           December 12     

  2010: February 6                      April 10                        June 13    

 

 

SAT:  
1. The SAT is recommended, but not required, for admission to selective universities. While 

all universities in the U.S. list ACT as sufficient for application and enrollment, it is still 

advisable to take both ACT and SAT if applying to a highly selective university.  

2. The SAT Test consists of three 800-point tests, with roughly a 500 being an average score 

on each subtest.  
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3. T here are subject area tests that can be taken in addition to the basic SAT Test. If you plan 

to apply to a selective university, check the website to determine which subject area tests, 

if any, the university suggests that you take as part of your admissions process. 
 

B. GRADES 

1. The best predictor of success in college is keeping good grades in high school. 

2. TOPS: At present, an unweighted GPA of 2.5 in the ñTOPSò courses is required to be 

eligible for a TOPS scholarship. There are also ACT requirements listed in Section I / A / 5 

above.  

3. The fourth page of this document spells out the grade requirements for admission to 

universities in Louisiana. 
 

 

II.  MATTERS OF CONCERN FOR THE NEAR FUTURE 
 

A.  SUMMER READING  

Each year, failure / refusal to do summer reading is a contributing factor in a seniorôs failing 

English and being denied the privlege of graduating with the full Senior class. A word to the 

wise. 

 

B.  PREPARATION FOR COLLEGE ENROLLMENT  

Now and during the upcoming summer are excellent times to start laying the groundwork for 

college application and admission. 

 

1. Preliminary steps in the college search 

a. DECIDE WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR IN A COLLEGE. Factors like size, 

location, proximity to home, atmosphere (urban vs. suburban vs. rural), campus 

activities, treatment by staff, and the like are all important in exploring a college. If 

possible, talk to some people other than university representatives ï current students, 

alumni, & professors. 

b. DO NOT ATTEND A UNIVERSITY BECAUSE SOMEONE ELSE OR 

SOMETHING YOU READ SAYS THAT IT IS A GOOD COLLEGE. The best 

college for you is the one at which you feel most comfortable. The ñFITò is the most 

important consideration. 

c. DO NOT EVER CONSIDER ATTENDING A COLLEGE THAT YOU HAVE NOT 

FIRST VISITED.  

d. SUMMER IS AN EXCELLENT TIME TO DO CAMPUS VISITS. Call the 

admissions department of a university and schedule a campus tour. Make sure classes 

are in session when you do your visit. You can also sign up for a campus tour online. 

WEEKENDS DURING THE EARLY PART OF SENIOR YEAR ARE ALSO A 

GOOD TIME FOR CAMPUS TOURS. 

 

2. If you plan to apply to a university in Louisiana or a non-selective university outside 

of Louisiana 

a. Plan a campus tour 

b. Decide what your major will be in college 

Á If you know what your major will be, you will need to determine whether your 

university of interest has the major program you intend to pursue. This 

information is available in the college catalog. EVERY UNIVERSITY HAS 
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ITS CATALOG AVA LIABLE ONLINE, AND SOME UNIVERISTIES (LIKE 

NICHOLLS) DO NOT PUBLISH A PAPER VERSION OF THE CATALOG 

AT ALL . To access the online version of a university catalog, do the following: 

o Go to the university website 

o Find the search box, often at the top right of the home page. 

o Type in the words ñUndergraduate Catalog,ò ñUniversity Catalog,ò 
ñGeneral Catalog,ò or ñUndergraduate Bulletin.ò You may have to 

experiment until you find the right words. 

o Go to the portion of the catalog that covers ñPrograms of Studyò or 
ñAcademic Programò to determine if the university has a major in your 

area of interest. 

Á If you do not know what your major will be, do not be alarmed. Normally, you 

have until the end of your freshman year of college to formally declare a major. 

Freshman courses are largely preparatory courses that everyone takes anyway. 
 

3. If you plan to attend a selective university, including Tulane and Millsaps 

a. Follow the steps in the previous section, Part II / B / 1. 

b. Over 300 selective universities recognize the Common Application. The advantage of 

the Common Application (aka Common App) is that if you apply to more than 

university, you can submit one application ï the Common Application -- to all of them.  

c. A roster of all Common App schools is posted on the Blue Wall of the Guidance 

Office. 

d. The website of the Common Application is www.commonapp.org. NOTE: The 

Common App website is NOT a dot com website. 

e. It would be a good idea that you familiarize yourself with all the bells and whistles of 

the Common Application before the beginning of Senior year. 

4. Thatôs all for now. A lot more will be coming your way this year and next!!  
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